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From the Editor and President 

By Marj Schneider
Welcome to a very belated fall edition of Tail Waggin’ News. I had intended to delay putting out this issue until after our October 1 meeting, but then the weeks flew by and October included an unusual amount of traveling for me, which meant this newsletter is coming to you in a matter of weeks before the deadline for the winter issue on December 15. that means I need your help with tidbits, personal news and articles for inclusion in a winter edition, because I have every intention of getting our newsletter back on track.

Those of you who attended our October 1 meeting at the Center for the Visually Impaired know what a successful event it was. The Southeastern and Guide Dog Foundation puppy raisers added many to our number and their pups made the meeting more lively, but a good number of guide dog handlers attended as well. GGDU has several new members as a result and I left feeling excited about projects we might be involved with in the coming year.

Thanks to Ellen Cox for inviting fellow Southeastern puppy raiser Betsy Eggers to talk about and demonstrate massage for our dogs. I think all of us went away with a deeper appreciation of the benefits of massage and some techniques we can use to help our dogs relax and stay healthy. Thank you very much, Betsy, for a presentation where we could practice what we were hearing about.

Minutes from the meeting are included in this newsletter, which we will approve the next time we meet. The treasurer’s report we have already voted on, but I wanted to print it here as well for those of you who weren’t at our meeting.

I hope by the winter newsletter to have an update on the relief area situation at Hartsfield Jackson that we discussed at the meeting. Even though the AirTran customer service representative we had expected to join us didn’t arrive, we will continue to seek ways to have input on this issue, so that the relief areas put in place by AirTran become a model for other airlines and airports around the country.

I hope, also, that we have a report from Tamara Rorie about the emergency simulation exercise she and Rita Harrison and both of their guide dogs participated in on October 8. Their participation came about because Pam Blackwell, the director of the emergency preparedness center for Cobb county happened to call me the week before our Atlanta meeting. She had realized after reading Michael Hingson’s book about his experience with his guide dog getting out of the World Trade Center on 9-11 that none of the emergency simulation activities she had organized had included participants who were blind. She very much wanted to remedy that situation and she especially wanted to include someone who worked with a guide dog.

I have heard from Ms. Blackwell following the October 8 exercise that she hopes Tamara and Rita can be part of an emergency simulation exercise in the future that will involve all of the metro Atlanta counties. I can imagine this leading to other opportunities as well for GGDU members to be included in emergency preparedness activities.

As I mentioned at our October 1 meeting, I hope we can return to a more regular meeting schedule, possibly meeting by phone in the winter and summer and having our in-person meetings during the spring and fall. I have already been giving thought to a possible winter meeting date, but would appreciate your ideas for that meeting. It needn’t just be a business meeting; we could invite a speaker to join us as well. Since this would be a conference call, we could potentially invite someone in another part of the country to join us. think about who we would like to hear from and on what topic, and contact me with your suggestions.

You will also read in our meeting minutes that we have been working on a new constitution for GGDU that will be updated to better reflect our needs. I had hoped to call a special meeting for December 1 for us to vote on the constitution, and I still may be able to do that, but just last week I had some recommendations from Don Stevens, the parliamentarian who has consulted with ACB and GDUI. The committee that has been working on our GGDU constitution needs to consider the changes he has suggested before we can share the document with the rest of you. If we can complete our work soon enough, we will still send the new constitution to GGDU members, with a special meeting to be held via conference call in early December. If we can’t finalize it soon, we will wait until the new year to ask all of you to consider and vote on this new governing document.

As you know, another GGDU activity this year has been selling the lighted armbands. Sales were slow over the summer months, but with shorter winter days, people are thinking again about the need to be seen by drivers. We still have some 45 armbands left, and I would appreciate your suggestions for selling the remainder, any places we could advertise them or take them to finish what has been a very successful fundraiser for our organization.

Many of you have already paid your GGDU dues of $15 or $7 for 2012. for those of you who haven’t yet paid, you will be receiving a membership renewal form, but if none of your information has changed, you can send your renewal to the GGDU mailing address following the table of contents in the newsletter. I hope all of you recognize the value of being a part of this organization and will want to continue your membership. As we gain more members, we will be able to be part of more activities that will benefit all guide dog users, and we’ll be able to provide more support and encouragement to one another.

******

News from our Members

By Marj Schneider

Though there is no “certification” for guide or service dogs, Sarah Hooper reports that the US Dept of Transportation has just accepted a new policy that states that only certified guide dogs with their blind handlers are allowed to fly for free.  This means it appears that most or all of the airlines will now be charging a "pet" fee for puppy raisers to fly with their puppies in the cabin.  The fees range from $80 - $125 ONE WAY in addition to the requirement of obtaining a health certificate for the puppy.

Judy Presley and a friend recently made a presentation to a second-grade class at Mt. Yonah Elementary School. Judy’s friend read the book, Orient: Hero Dog Guide of the Appalachian Trail to the class and Judy talked to the group about Katie. This children’s book is the story of Bill Irwin, who hiked the trail with his Seeing Eye dog from North Carolina to Maine in 1990. On another day, Judy and her friend hiked with the second graders on Mt. Yonah.

Jack Lewis lost his guide dog, Cookie, in late September, but he is looking forward to a tentative class date in January at the Seeing Eye.

Alice Ritchhart and I are both waiting for class dates, Alice at Guiding Eyes and at the Seeing Eye for me.

Prospective GGDU member, Anita Brown, will be heading for Southeastern Guide Dogs on November 28, returning home with her new dog on December 23rd. I know all of you join me in wishing Anita success with her new dog.

******
Georgia Guide Dog Users Membership Meeting Minutes

Saturday, October 1, 2011

The October 1, 2011 membership meeting of Georgia Guide Dog Users, held in Atlanta, Georgia at the Center for the Visually Impaired, was called to order by President Marj Schneider at approximately 10:35 AM. Present were Secretary Amanda Wilson, Treasurer Alice Ritchhart, and members Kim Harrison, Judy Presley, Mel Mosier, Ellen Cox, and Sherry Booker. Also in attendance were approximately 20 puppy raisers for Southeastern Guide Dogs and the 
Guide Dog Foundation, some of whom joined us for the afternoon session. Several other guide dog handlers were present as well, who are not currently members of GGDU, as were a few guests who hope to soon train with their first guide dog.

Marj opened the meeting by having a moment of silence to remember Diane Healy. Diane was a Southeastern graduate and her dog, Pety, still lives with Leo her husband. Diane passed away in August of this year. We will miss her laugh and her outgoing personality.

Judy Presley stated that Darrin Duff had to put his Guide dog, Kenya, down recently. Judy asked if we would keep Darin in our thoughts and prayers.

Marj stated that she would go over the agenda and that we could add to it if necessary.

Secretary’s reports: 

Minutes from our February 26 meeting in Athens were published in the newsletter, and those minutes, along with minutes from an October 5, 2010 conference call meeting were emailed to all members. Marj asked if anyone knew of any changes that needed to be made to the October 5th minutes. Hearing none, Marj asked for a motion to accept the minutes as circulated. A motion was made and seconded and they were approved. Marj then asked for any corrections to the February 26 minutes. Hearing none, she asked for a motion to accept the minutes. A motion was made and seconded and they were approved.

Treasure’s Report: 

Alice read the treasurer’s report. A motion was made that the treasurer’s report be submitted to audit and was seconded and approved by all.

Constitution Update: 

The current constitution for GGDU is missing some sections it should include. This year is a good opportunity to look at it and make some changes and updates. Marj formed a committee to make some suggestions, which drafted a new constitution that contains the by laws as well. Marj suggested that we have a conference call membership meeting to go over the new constitution before the end of 2011. The current and proposed new constitutions will be circulated in advance for all to read before the meeting.

Election of board members: 

Marj had asked Judy Presley and Marsha Farrow to be on a nominating committee to check with our board members to see if they would serve another term. Judy Presley reported that she had spoken with Sarah Hooper and that she was willing to serve again. Judy said that Ann Sims was willing to serve again as well. Marj asked if there were any nominations from the floor for the two director positions. Hearing none, a motion was made that nominations be closed and to accept Ann Sims and Sarah Hooper for another term. A second to the motion was made and it was accepted by all.

Emergency preparedness in Cobb County: 

Marj received a call from a lady name Pam Blackwell who is head of the Cobb County Center for Emergency Preparedness. She had read the book Thunder Dog by Michael Hingson, about his experience getting out of the World Trade Center on 9-11. Ms Blackwell was impacted by the book, and she realized that in organizing simulated emergency response activities for the county, that they had never had a blind person represented, so their first responders do not know how to assist a person with a visual impairment, especially a visually impaired person with a guide dog.

She was calling to ask if any GGDU members might be able to participate in a simulation on the second Saturday in October. Both Tamara Rorie and Rita Harrison volunteered to participate.

Animal Control: 

Marj reported that in July in Savannah a child got bitten by a Pit Bull. There was a great deal of community outrage because no one was charged with a crime. The mayor and city council asked the head of animal control to draft language that would strengthen the county’s animal ordinance. This prompted Marj to contact her county commissioner because she had not received a response when she had tried to call animal control months earlier. The county commissioner fussed and the head of animal control called her back. Marj met with them and gave them materials about attacks on guide dogs. 

Then, in August, Marj got a phone call from animal control. They had gotten a call from someone who had a retired guide dog that needed a home; otherwise, it would be put down. Marj sent an email to the Savannah Council of the Blind thinking it would take a while to find this dog a home, but one of the members posted this to Facebook and within three hours Marj got a phone call with an offer to take the dog.

 This situation really assisted in Marj’s developing a relationship with animal control and she thinks if any other situations related to service animals arise in the Savannah area that Marj and GGDU will be consulted. Marj suggested that we contact our county commissioner or animal control, so that if this or any other circumstances involving service dogs comes up in your area, that they would contact you and ask for your assistance.

Police Education: 

Rose Marie McCaffery discussed how she was active when she lived in New York in participating in educating the police about how to assist people with visual impairments and their guide dogs in all sorts of emergencies.

Alice talked about her experiences with riding in cabs with her dog. She stated that some cabs will see the guide dog and drive away.

She also said that the police in her area would write up a report but they really couldn’t do much more.

Relief areas at Hartsfield Jackson:

This is an ongoing project for GGDU.

Tiana Francis from customer service with AirTran was scheduled to attend our meeting, but she never arrived. The group discussed possible options for relief areas within the secure zone, and Tamara Rorie will continue talking with AirTran personnel, along with possible input from Seeing Eye. AirTran has said that they are going to try and have a dog relief area in all of the concourses by sometime next year.

Events in 2013: 

The Top Dog workshop is going to be held in Savannah, Georgia in January of 2013.

Legislative update: 

Alice asked about the provisions regarding puppy raisers proposed during the 2011 Georgia legislative session that were to be added to the access law. Marj reported that it got a second reading at the Senate and it did not move over to the House of Representatives. That means it will have to start over this year.

Future meetings:

Marj suggested that we have two phone call membership meetings and two in-person meetings during the upcoming year.

Respectfully Submitted,

Amanda Wilson, Secretary

******
Georgia Guide Dog Users

Treasurer’s Report

March 2011-September 2011

March:

Beginning Balance- $1,404.87

Deposits- $400.00

$30.00 Dues from Alice Ritchhart & Jack Lewis

$370 from arm band sales

Debts- 0

Ending Balance- $1,804.87

April: Beginning Balance- $1,804.87

Deposits- $385.00

$15.00 dues Marsha Farrow

$370.00 Arm band sales

Debts- $213.57

Check 643 GCB $50.00 for MMS contribution written 4/8/11 cleared 4/13/11

Check 644 Marj Schneider $34.82 newsletter supplies written 4/8/11 cleared 4/26/11

Check 645 Marj Schneider $128.75 for meeting expenses written 4/12/11 cleared 4/26/11

Ending Balance- $1,976.30

May:

Beginning balance- $1,976.30

Deposits- 0

Debts- $70.00

Check 641 UGA Sigma Alpha $13.00 meeting room cost written 4/8/11 cleared 5/2/11

Check 646 UGA Sigma Alpha $57.00 meeting room cost written 4/12/11 cleared 5/2/11

Ending balance- $1,906.30

June:

Beginning balance- $1906.30

Deposits- 0

Debts- $42.00

Check 642 Sarah Hooper $42.00 food for meeting written 4/8/11 cleared 6/2/11

Ending balance- $1,864.30

July:

Beginning balance $1864.30

Deposits- $620.00

$620.00 arm band sales

Debts- $54.13

Check 647 voided

Check 648 Marj Schneider $54.13 newsletter supplies written 6/11 cleared 7/6/11

Ending balance- $2,430.17

August:

Beginning balance- $2,430.17

Deposits- 0

Debts- 0

Ending balance- $2,430.17

September:

Beginning balance- $2430.17

Deposits- $15.00

$15.00 Dues Betsy Grenevitch

Debts- 0

Ending balance- $2,445.17

Submitted by Alice Ritchhart, Treasurer

******

Announcements

From GDUI President, Becky Barnes

  
You may have read it in the Fall Pawtracks! GDUI will host it's first
"office hours" on Sunday, Nov. 13 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm EST.

I will be there to chat with you along with other members of the GDUI board as they are able. The number to call is: 605-477-2100 and the pin is 915474.
Bring your questions and ideas! I look forward to talking with my fellow GDUI members and friends!

Becky Barnes, President, GDUI

******

From Ann Chiappetta, Publications Chair, GDUI

I am writing to announce that the publications committee is looking for
members to take part in both the publications committee and a special web
subcommittee. If you like to write, surf the web, blog, and go on twitter or
Facebook, please contact me. We're in the process of creating some new
pages for our website and it would be great to have more participation on
behalf of our members.

Thanks for your time.

Sincerely,

Ann Chiappetta, Publications Chair, GDUI

publications@gdui.org

www.gdui.org


******

From: American Humane Association [mailto:email@americanhumane.org] 

YOUR American Hero Dog: Roselle the 9/11 Guide Dog


Roselle led her blind master, Michael Hingson, safely down 78 flights of stairs following the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade Center. On Oct. 1, we gathered at a red-carpet gala in Los Angeles with Animal Planet's Victoria Stilwell of "It's Me or the Dog," Betty White, RIN TIN TIN and other celebs and animal-lovers to name the yellow Lab top American Hero Dog at the first-ever American Humane Association Hero Dog Awards, presented by Cesar Canine Cuisine. Each of the eight dog finalists received $5,000 to be donated to one of our charity partners, and Roselle won an additional $10,000 for Guide Dogs for the Blind. A TV special of the star-studded event, produced by Emmy Award-winning MRB Productions, will air on Hallmark Channel on Nov. 11 at 8 p.m. EST. For a $100 gift, you can get your pet listed in the end-credits of the TV special. 


******
Home Found for Retired Savannah Guide Dog

By Marj Schneider

GGDU members may recall my frustration at not making progress in Savannah or anywhere else in Georgia with educating police officers and animal control personnel about the laws affecting guide dog handlers. I had temporarily given up on that project until July, when I learned of an incident in Savannah where a young boy was severely mauled by two loose Pit Bulls. The dogs’ owners couldn’t be charged with any crime under Chatham County’s animal ordinance, which meant there was a community outcry that the ordinance be rewritten to address that gap.

I figured this was a good opportunity for me to once again try to contact the head of animal control, Lt. Brenda Boulware, but since I hadn’t gotten any response to my calls and emails last fall, I first sent emails to my county commissioner and representative on the city council. Those messages got results and I got an immediate call from Lt. Boulware. 

She said she hadn’t gotten my earlier messages, but she invited me to meet with her that day to discuss how new language in the animal ordinance should address attacks on guide and service dogs by loose or out of control dogs. There was enough time in that meeting with her to do some of the education I hoped to also do with her staff. She didn’t take me up on that offer, but I left a video with her and she has included Seeing Eye’s handout on responsible pet ownership on the Chatham County animal control website. We now also have in this county an animal ordinance that goes as far as it can to address the problem of our dogs being attacked by other dogs.

I didn’t expect to hear very soon again from Lt. Boulware, though I certainly made offers to assist her and her staff with any issues related to guide and service dogs that might arise in the future. I did, however, get a very surprising call from Lt. Boulware on the afternoon of September 1.

She was calling to ask for my help. The brother of a guide dog user had called Animal Control because his brother had recently died and he was unable to find a home for the dog. He would shortly be returning to San Diego and was going to have to euthanize the dog very soon unless a placement could be found. I told Lt. Boulware I would do what I could, but it might not be possible to find a home for this 11 year old black lab very quickly.

After hanging up, I emailed members of the Savannah Council of the blind and tried to think what else I could do. Not much else came to mind, though when I talked to my vet in the early evening about something related to Manda, she said her office could take the dog temporarily until a home could be found.

After hanging up from that call, I felt relieved and then was even happier when I listened to my messages. A call had come in from a woman named Tammy Smith who was interested in adopting the dog.

It seems Jan Elders, one of our Council members, posted my announcement to her Facebook page, where Tammy saw it. After talking to her husband, Gary, they both agreed they wanted to save this dog’s life by offering him a home.

I then called Clinton Noble, the brother of the man who had died, to find out more about the dog. I almost couldn’t believe it when he was describing Tundra and what a well behaved dog he was, that Mr. Noble, in saying Tundra knew his commands, used the words “reste” and “pfui.” I had to ask to get it confirmed, but I knew this was a Seeing Eye Dog, and, as a Seeing Eye grad, that made me even more interested in being involved in this situation. 

I talked with Clinton Noble a good while, and found out that his brother, William Noble, had passed away unexpectedly on August 11. The two men had been living together in Savannah in recent years, enjoying their own retirement in the laid back South. Mr. Noble had since been trying unsuccessfully to find a home for Tundra and he needed to return to San Diego without the dog to care for his 90-year-old mother. He simply couldn’t afford to ship Tundra there.

I explained that my dog was also from Seeing Eye, that I understood this situation very well, and that I had been able to locate a family with nearly grown sons and a fenced yard who would take Tundra. Mr. Noble was happy and grateful for the offer.

Since Animal Control was still involved, they picked up the dog the next morning, gave him a bath and checked him out. Mr. Noble had recently taken Tundra to the vet, initially thinking he would take the dog back to California. Tundra’s vaccinations were updated and he was treated for a skin infection, ear infection and worms. Otherwise, the vet said Tundra was in good health.

At noon that day, Don and I arrived at Animal Control to meet Tundra, and Gary, the new owner, was able to take time out of his day to be there as well. Of course I wanted to meet Tundra, but I also wanted to retrieve his harness to return to Seeing Eye. I explained to everyone why getting the harness back was so important, that used harnesses are sold online to people trying to pass their pets off as guide dogs.

Wanting to take advantage of a human interest story, Lt. Boulware had contacted the local media and two television stations came while we were there to do stories about finding a home for Tundra. Of course I was happy about this because it gave me the opportunity to talk about guide dogs, the work they do, their lives as retired pets and the issue of dog attacks.

It turned out the TV news stories were very short and not posted to the station’s websites, but a few of my points got included and I’m extremely happy about the ending to this story. This dog’s life was spared and he will now continue his retired life in a new home. I think, also, that this has given a huge boost to my relationship with the head of Animal Control. She was quite impressed at how quickly I got the word out and that networking saved the day.

Tundra’s new family live about six blocks from me and I can be in touch with them, should they have questions about commands or other aspects of who Tundra has been as a Seeing Eye dog. I learned from the school that Tundra was born on July 4, 1999, and when I contacted Tammie and Gary to pass along this information, I learned Tundra was doing well at fitting into their household, bonding with their sons and playing with their other dogs.

No doubt it is a rare situation for animal control to become involved in the rescue or placement of a retired guide dog, but this recent experience has shown me that such rarities can occur. I want to encourage other GGDU members to contact your county’s animal control facility, find out who’s in charge and introduce yourself to that person. Your county’s animal ordinance should be posted on a local government website, so you can learn what the ordinance says or doesn’t say related to dogs being attacked by other dogs. You can offer training through GGDU to staff members about the work of guide dogs and the problem of dog attacks. Educational materials are available to help with this. You can also offer yourself and GGDU as resources, should animal control ever need your help with an issue related to guide or service dogs. Animal control facilities are notoriously short funded and are short on staff, but you may find a director who is receptive to what you can offer as a guide dog user. I encourage all of you to give it a try. Make some calls.

******
From Guide Dogs for the Blind, United Kingdom


Attacks on guide dogs rising, finds new report


05 September 2011


Photo: A puncture wound on the neck of guide dog puppy in training, Blaize, after
he was attacked in April when he was only eight months old. Luckily, Blaize
made a full recovery.


Attacks on guide dogs by other dogs have more than doubled, according to a
new report from Guide Dogs. In response to the report, the charity is urging
police forces to take these attacks more seriously and calling for the
compulsory microchipping of all dogs in England & Wales.


On average, there are more than seven attacks on guide dogs each month by other dogs. This number has more than doubled since last year, with a previous study on dog attacks, published in June 2010, showing an average of three attacks per month.

Bull terriers, Staffordshire bull terriers and pit bull terriers are among the most frequent offenders, with around one in three of the dogs carrying out attacks from this bull breed group. In more than nine out of ten cases, attacks took place in public places such as parks, town centres and shopping areas.


In June 2010, Richard Leaman, Guide Dogs' Chief Executive, wrote to all Chief Constables asking them to help the association safeguard guide dog owners against these attacks. Despite this move, too many guide dogs owners are still reporting that the police take no action after an attack takes place.

Commenting on the issue, Mr. Leaman said: "We recognise that police forces are under pressure, but these attacks are antisocial and have a devastating effect on vulnerable people. We want police to recognise the enormous impact that these attacks have on people's ability to live independently and respond accordingly.

One guide dog owner who was a victim of an attack reported wanting to move house afterwards and others said they were too frightened to go out. More frequently, people report that an attack left them upset, angry or shaken.

In 70% of attacks, guide dogs needed veterinary attention. The canine victims also often become nervous and lose their confidence. In some cases, guide dogs were so traumatized by their experience that they had to be withdrawn from service, costing Guide Dogs thousands of pounds.

"Locally, we want police forces to take these attacks seriously and send a clear message that they are unacceptable," continued Mr. Leaman. "We are happy to work with police forces to find a solution. Nationally, we think it's time that all dogs were microchipped so it's easy to identify the owners of dangerous dogs."

Linda Oliver's guide dog, Zoe, was attacked at a busy summer event by a Staffordshire bull terrier. Linda, from Stockton-on-Tees, said: "This dog just flew out of nowhere and started biting Zoe. The owner just stood there, watching. He didn't do anything. I was hysterical. I was so shocked and so unable to do anything. Luckily the police were nearby, and they escorted the dog and its owner from the park and took our details, but that was it. They should have done more – I want the owner to understand how the attack has impacted on my life. It made a huge dent in our confidence, and I want him to pay the vet's bill."


Take action
Send an online letter to your MP about the shocking problem of guide dogs
being attacked by other dogs.
******


Blind teacher's guide dog attacked by rottweilers


by Leigh Paynter

Oct 1, 2011

Sacramento, California


A Gridley High School teacher's seeing-eye dog was attacked by two Rottweilers while out on a walk Saturday morning.


Frank Lopez, News 10's 2005 Teacher of the Year, was walking with his guide dog, Nolan, on El Camino, crossing Folsom Road when he heard a dog approach from behind.


"I could hear the nails from his paws running on the concrete and then I heard Nolan whimper," said Lopez, who is legally blind and takes Nolan to school with him.

Lopez said he tried to get his body in between the Rottweiler and Nolan when a second dog attacked. It wasn't until a bystander and the dogs' owner ran out to intervene that the attack on Nolan stopped.

"I could feel he was bleeding really badly," said Lopez, who was also
injured when he fell during the attack.


Nolan was taken to the El Camino Animal Hospital, where doctors immediately operated on his ears - a surgery that had an upfront cost of $1,400. In the surgery room, the veterinarian said his injuries were not life threatening, but it was unclear if Nolan could resume work immediately as a guide dog.


"He didn't leave me. He didn't even try to run away during the attack," said
Lopez. "He just stayed by my side the whole time and didn't even think about
protecting himself."


Nolan is a 3 year-old yellow lab from Guide Dogs for the Blind in San Rafael. Lopez has had Nolan for two years.


"I had to use my cane for the first time in two years," said Lopez. "I'm really fortunate to have Nolan. I depend on him for a lot of things. I kinda feel naked without him."


******


Survey: 44% of Guide Dogs Suffer Attacks
The Seeing Eye looks at common threat to guide dogs.


By Liz Alterman
October 10, 2011


A recent survey conducted by The Seeing Eye revealed that guide dog teams
are at risk of being attacked by other dogs. Courtesy of The Seeing Eye


Guide dogs and their owners are vulnerable to attacks by other dogs, according to a recent survey of guide dog users conducted by The Seeing Eye. According to the study, 44 percent of guide dog teams in the U.S. have been attacked by other dogs. Situations involving aggression from another dog surpassed that figure at 83 percent. The survey also states that many attacks are occurring close to home, with nearly three-quarters of attacks occurring within a 30-minute walk of the guide dog user's home, impeding the person's ability to travel in his or her own neighborhood. Also, 80 percent of the reported attacks took place in a
public domain, such as a sidewalk or street.


In a press release, Seeing Eye President and Chief Executive Officer Jim Kutsch said the "report confirms and delves into a danger that guide dog users, including me, face every day."


"Attacks and harassment of guide dogs by other dogs jeopardize the safety of the team and can have long term negative consequences," he said. "People who are blind can sometimes become sufficiently disoriented during an attack that they get lost in their surroundings. If the dog is injured, the owner may not be able to tell and without help, cannot get the dog to a veterinarian for treatment. Dogs who are physically or psychologically injured can be forced into premature retirement, leaving the handler with limited means of independent travel."


Because of their owners' visual limitations and the fact that the guide dogs are trained to be unresponsive to approaching dogs while they are guiding  their handler, both are at risk, according to the study. Those who attempt to defend themselves and their dogs with weapons such as pepper spray or a baton put themselves in further danger of injuring their dog, it states. In addition, 60 percent of respondents who reported the attacks to animal control or the police felt dissatisfied with the handling of the incident and were frustrated by the lack of follow-up and insufficient understanding on the part of officials.

Following an attack, 35 percent of respondents noticed negative changes in their guide dog's behavior toward other dogs. Many became aggressive, while others were shy or fearful.


Tips for Dog Owners
Even a friendly dog can cause unintended harm by distracting a guide dog.
The Seeing Eye offers advice for pet owners to ensure the safety of guide dog teams.
Do not let your pet near a guide dog, even if your dog is leashed.
Keep your dog under good control at all times. Using retractable leashes in populated areas, leaving your dog tied up outside unattended in a public place or allowing a child to walk it on a leash can endanger both the guide dog team and your own dog.
Report any loose dogs roaming about in your neighborhood to the local police and animal control office.
Offer assistance to a blind handler if you witness an attack or interference on a guide dog team. If it is your dog that causes harm, please take responsibility for its actions.
Learn about and obey your state and local leash laws. In many states it's a criminal offense to permit your dog to attack or interfere with a guide dog.


For more information about dog attacks and specific recommendations on how pet owners, animal control, police officers and legislators can help keep their communities safe for guide dog users, visit www.seeingeye.org/protect.
******

Fake Service Dogs

Reported by: Chris Womack Email: cwomak@cbs42.com     
CBS 42, WIAT, Birmingham, Alabama

Published: 11/02/11 
 
Birmingham, Alabama. - People with disabilities often rely on service dogs
to help them go about their daily lives; but, not all service dogs are what
they appear to be.

Janet Skotnicki uses her service dog Splash to help her walk.  An autoimmune
disorder causes Janet trouble maintaining her balance.  Enter Splash, a
Great Dane, who wears a harness and acts like a mobile handrail.  "He's
given me my freedom back, which means the world to me.  He's a great
blessing," she says.

It takes serious training for a new-born puppy to mature into a service dog.
Hickory Nut Kennels in Cullman trains service dogs, with canines all over
the southeast assisting those with disabilities.  "It starts from the time
they're born, [with] the socialization.  Then we go through the puppy
training, the basic obedience, and then after 6 to 8 months of age they go
into the specific task training.  That's whatever they have to do for their
person," says Liz Walls, part-owner of the kennel.

All people love their dogs.  People who use service dogs, however, depend on
them.  Because of that dependence, they're allowed to take their dogs into
restaurants and other businesses that other animals are not allowed.  Across
the country, however, people are dressing their dogs up as service animals
to get them access into these places.  "I speak to people, almost on a daily
basis, business owners who are having problems with this, other service dog
users and so forth," says Andi Krusoe with Guide Dogs of America.

The dastardly deed goes almost uncontested.  Because of ADA guidelines, business owners are backed into a corner.  Krusoe says it can be tough to determine a real service dog because they are not required to wear a harness, jacket, or any other form of identification.  It puts restaurant owners like Andrea Snyder, who founded Urban Cookhouse in downtown Homewood, in a bind.

"We will ask them, 'Is your dog a service dog?'  They aren't required to show us an ID.  As long as they tell us, 'Yes it is,' they're allowed.  Non-service dogs are not allowed," she says.

It doesn't stop there.  Some owners are being ransomed like they're in an
old western film.  "We've had situations where people bring their dogs in
and they'll be told to take their dogs outside, and they’ll say, 'No, this
is my service dog and if you don't give me this amount of money, I'm going
to sue you.'"  And they end up making a deal and giving them money," says
Krusoe.

The only defense a business owner has, is if the dog misbehaves.  "We call
them bomb-proof, because they have to be out in the public, and on buses, and in malls, stores, restaurants, and they have to be extremely well behaved," says Krusoe.  If the dog does not behave this way, then the owner can ask the person to take their dog outside. Until then, the only resort for legitimate service dog users like Janet Skotnicki, is to plead with these atrocious abusers.  "You need to stop doing that because you're going to make it more difficult for other people.”

******

From Care2.com


The Love Of A Good Dog: Service Dogs for PTSD

by Karen Francis
 July 29, 2011

 Those of us who love our pets and for whom that four-legged roommate is a member of the family know that sitting with that friend after a bad day at work can be incredibly soothing. After all, if you've been yelled at, fought your way through traffic or been shoehorned into a subway car, with your back aching and your feet screaming, coming home to that wagging tail and bright eyes or that purring little cat makes it all a little less stressful. If you have ever seen a child hugging their dog and telling her their heartaches, then you also understand the deep comfort that just stroking a dog or scratching a cat under the chin can give.

 During deployment, many of us rely on our pets and those of us who don't have children at home rely on them for companionship. Now imagine you have the symptoms of Post Traumatic Stress (PTS), the anxiety, the stress, the inability to sleep. [PTS and PTSD are the same, but the people in the community are now calling it PTS as they dislike being told they are "disordered."] I spoke with a veteran who told me that the only way he could sleep was if his dog was on the bed with him, that the only time he feels safe is when his dog is with him.

 According to American Women Veterans: Guardian Angels Medical Service Dogs, Inc. has recently partnered with the federal government to provide highly trained service dogs to the Veteran's Administration (VA) for a multi-year scientific study examining the impacts that service dogs have on veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).

 They aren't alone either. A program at Walter Reed - Paws for Purple Hearts - trained dogs for wounded warriors in wheelchairs. The trainers were service-members diagnosed with PTS, according to a story in the Washington Post.

 The Paws for Purple Hearts program, which began two years ago, has drawn the interest of a cluster of scientists who think that the human-dog relationship may have measurable clinical impact on the health and well-being of patients, including veterans with PTSD.

 The Dog Bless You charity provides therapy dogs to veterans with post traumatic stress. Their Facebook page recently held a promotion; for every 5,000 "likes," they donated a service dog to a PTS-afflicted veteran. According to their web page, 18 dogs were donated from this promotion.

 Veterans Moving Forward brings dogs in as therapy animals to Walter Reed and Bethesda Medical Centers, to give some comfort and accompany a veteran to
an appointment, and psychologists claim that some veterans are more comfortable discussing their symptoms with a dog sitting next to them.

 There are approximately 300,000 service-members coming back with PTS, and some have other injuries as well. Since service dogs have been helping the disabled to be independent, this is a logical step.

 The Guardian Angels study, which is being conducted by the James A. Haley Veterans' Hospital of Tampa, Florida, is designed to quantify exactly what it is that veterans with PTS can gain from having a service dog. 200 veterans who are being treated for PTS are going to become partners with service dogs who have been trained especially for them.

 The results of this study, if successful, could mean that other veterans may receive a service dog. Veterans who are in treatment for PTS and who want information should call Carol at Guardian Angels Medical Service Dogs at 352-425-1981.
******

Heartworm a pet risk beyond summer

WILMINGTON, Del. (UPI) -- Many think fall signals the end of heartworm season in
pets, but U.S. veterinarians and researchers say the parasite is not just
a summer threat.


Officials of the American Heartworm Society said if pet owners delay heartworm prevention they may put their pets at greater risk of incurring the life-threatening affliction, which affects the lungs' arteries.


"Heartworm is endemic in many parts of the United States, due to conditions that favor the proliferation of mosquitoes that carry the [parasite] and the high reservoirs of animals carrying heartworm larvae," veterinarian Wallace Graham, president of the American Heartworm Society, said in a statement.


"Meanwhile, the mosquitoes that carry heartworm ... breed in standing water, and late-summer weather events such as hurricanes and heavy storms have left plenty of standing water in their wake."


Pet owners should know that heartworm is everywhere; it has been confirmed in all 50 states.


Dogs are more susceptible to heartworm than cats, but cats can become seriously ill from just a few worms. Cats should get preventive medication, because there is no effective medication for cats.
-- Heartworm in dogs can usually be treated, but veterinarians have limited medication supplies. Treatment requires careful monitoring, cage confinement for a month or more and cost of about $1,000.

******

From EzineArticles


What Do You Really Know About Your Dog's Sleeping Behaviors?


By Karen Soukiasian


There is something about watching your dog sleep that is comforting and sometimes
even comical. Do you know, several of your dog's sleep behaviors are similar
to ours and others are inherent?

The average dog sleeps 12 - 13 hours per day. It may not seem that way, but puppies
snooze even longer! That is almost half their life! Dogs are skillful
at catching a few winks whenever they can. That form of napping is similar to Stage
1 sleep, where they are sleeping, but just barely.


Sleep is a vital part of the health, physical and emotional well-being of your dog's
life. It is during sleep that puppies grow, wounds heal and energy
is conserved and stored for what lies ahead. Companion dogs kept indoors, sleep longer and deeper than dogs kept outdoors and working dogs. Dogs kept outdoors and working dogs try to slip in an extra nap here or there, but rarely relax enough to reach a healthy, deep, restful sleep.


Do Dogs Dream?
It appears dogs follow similar stages of sleep as humans. Stage 1, is barely sleeping. This is where most outdoor dogs, wild dogs and working dogs sleep.

At Stage 2, the animal's blood pressure, heart rate, breathing, and body temperatures
gradually lower. Stage 3 is a transitional state between light and deep sleep. Stage 4 is the slow wave stage where usually the dog is now oblivious to their surroundings. If awakened suddenly, they often appear confused.


Stage 5 is where the fun begins! This is the REM (Rapid Eye Movement) phase of sleep. Here, their body relaxes, but their brain remains active. At this stage, your dog's eyes roll under the lids and they slowly ease into those dreams we find so amusing. They whimper, growl, make lapping and eating sounds and motions, whine, bark, and/or appear to be chasing something!


Most indoor dogs spend up to 12% of their sleeping time in REM. Puppies spend a greater percentage of time in REM. During this stage, it is thought puppies process and merge what they are learning every day, into behaviors they will follow. Interestingly, smaller dogs tend to dream more than their larger cousins.

Shaking during sleep can be perfectly normal for the average dog. Dogs that have suffered trauma and puppies removed from their mom too soon, may also shake in their sleep. Shaking could also be an indicator of health problems in dogs, such as hypothyroidism, pain, chills, and gastrointestinal discomfort.


If your dog is shaking while sleeping, calmly call their name and gently pet or touch them, to reassure them that everything is OK. Do not shake them awake! It is not known, if dogs have nightmares, but given the fact many rescues and dogs that have suffered severe physical and emotional trauma shake in their sleep, a little assurance goes a long way.


Favored Positions of a Sleeping Dog
The sleeping position of your dog tells you a lot about him or her. Some like to sleep on their stomachs, almost like in a "down" position. This allows them to jump up at the slightest perceived threat or fact they may be missing out on what you are doing. Others prefer sleeping on their side. This is a restful position. Your dog is comfortable with their surroundings. Then we have the "Superdog" sleeper. They choose sleeping stretched out, on their stomachs. They look like they are flying. They are in a restful sleep, but ready to go as soon as they hear you move!

The most inherent position for sleeping is curling up. You will see this as a favorite sleeping position of dogs kept outdoors. You will find them curled up into a ball, with their paws under their body and their tail wrapped around their face. It is the least vulnerable and least restful position for sleep. They are conserving body heat; they are protecting limbs, face, throat and vital organs. This position gives them the advantage to be on their feet immediately. The dog's muscles are tense and ready to spring into action, if need be. Dogs that sleep in this position rarely relax enough to drift into the REM stage.

Curling is the normal sleeping position for wild dogs and wolves packing together. It offers a sleeping position for awareness upon awakening as their senses are heightened to movements, sounds and scents. They conserve space in the den; protect their offspring and share body heat. You will notice even most domesticated puppies inherently curl up together or around their mother.

Finally, we have what looks like the "dead roach" position. There are dogs that favor sleeping on their backs; with their legs in the air...looking just like a dead cockroach! This is the position found only in a very secure and confident indoor pet. Sleeping on their back is the most vulnerable position for a dog to sleep. It is thought to be the most comfortable and most restful position. Plus, it's your dog's way of cooling down quickly. Indoor dogs that have expended lots of energy and/or are over-heated will sleep on their backs.

The sleeping on their back position has not been observed as behavior exhibited by dogs or wolves in the wild. Dogs kept outdoors will not sleep in this position either. This position sends a message of vulnerability and submission. It should be noted; dogs sleeping on their backs with their paws "protecting" their chest are indicating they prefer not to be bothered. Use caution when suddenly awakening any dog sleeping in this position!


Now that you know more about what goes on when your dog sleeps, you will have some insight about their confidence and sense of well being. In addition, it will give you a clue of why your dog behaves the way it does when they are awake. Bottom line: Comfort equals healthier, more and deeper sleep. Whatever sleeping position your dog prefers, make sure their sleeping accommodations are safe and comfortable. A dog that is well rested is generally healthier and happier.

******

The Wisdom of Canines

1) The reason a dog has so many friends is that he wags his tail instead of his tongue.
-Anonymous

2) Don't accept your dog's admiration as conclusive evidence that you are wonderful.
-Ann Landers

3) If there are no dogs in Heaven, then when I die I want to go where they went.
-Will Rogers

4) There is no psychiatrist in the world like a puppy licking your face.

-Ben Williams

5) A dog is the only thing on earth that loves you more than he loves himself.

-Josh Billings

6) We give dogs time we can spare, space we can spare and love we can spare. And in return, dogs give us their all. It's the best deal man has ever made.
-M. Acklam

7) Dogs love their friends and bite their enemies, quite unlike people, who are incapable of pure love and always have to mix love and hate.

-Sigmund Freud

8) I wonder if other dogs think poodles are members of a weird religious cult.

-Rita Rudner

9) A dog teaches a boy fidelity, perseverance, and to turn around three times before lying down.

-Robert Benchley

10) Dogs need to sniff the ground; it's how they keep abreast of current events. The ground is a giant dog newspaper, containing all kinds of late-breaking dog news items, which, if they are especially urgent, are often continued in the next yard.

-Dave Barry

11) Anybody who doesn't know what soap tastes like never washed a dog.

-Franklin P. Jones

12) If your dog is fat, you aren't getting enough exercise.

-Unknown

13) My dog is worried about the economy because Alpo is up to $3.00 a can. That's almost $21.00 in dog money.

-Joe Weinstein

14) Ever consider what our dogs must think of us? I mean, here we come back from a grocery store with the most amazing haul -- chicken, pork, half a cow. They must think we're the greatest hunters on earth!

-Anne Tyler

15) Women and cats will do as they please, and men and dogs should relax and get used to the idea.

-Robert A. Heinlein

16) Outside of a dog, a book is man's best friend. Inside of a dog, it's too dark to read.

-Groucho Marx

17) Speak softly and own a big, mean Doberman.

-Dave Miliman

18) If you pick up a starving dog and make him prosperous, he will not bite you; that is the principal difference between a dog and a man.

-Mark Twain

19) Dogs are not our whole life, but they make our lives whole.

-Roger Caras

20) If you think dogs can't count, try putting three dog biscuits in your pocket and then giving Fido only two of them.

-Phil Pastoret

21) My goal in life is to be as good a person as my dog already thinks I am.

-- an Ole Hoss

*****
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